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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: MPOL, MASS, NL 

SUBJECT: DEFENSE BUDGET DEBATE-F-104 REPLACEMENT 
REE: THE HAGUE 725 

1. DEFMIN VREDELING TOOK FLOOR IN SECOND CHAMBER 
FEBRUARY 13 TO DEFEND HIS 1975 DEFENSE BUDGET AND TO 
REPLY TO PARLIAMENTARIANS WHO HAD SPOKEN EARLIER (REFTEL). 
AS WAS CASE WITH CHAMBER MEMBERS, VREDELING DEVOTED MUCH 
OF HIS TIME TO QUESTION OE F-104 REPLACEMENT, WHICH HE 
DESCRIBED AS "ONE OF THE MOST DIFEICULT QUESTIONS WHICH 

A MINISTER OF DEFENSE HAS EVER HAD TO FACE." 

2. VREDELING, AN ACKNOWLEDGED "EUROPEANIST," HAS BEEN 
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EXTREMELY CAREFUL IN THE PAST YEAR INKEEPING HIS 
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THOUGHST ON REPLACEMENT OF THE F-104 TO HIMSELF. HIS 
REMARKS TO THE CHAMBER TODAY WERE EQUALLY GUARDED AS 
REGARDS THE FINAL DECISION HE WILL TAKE, BUT HIS FEELINGS 
ON EUROPEAN COOPERATION WERE NOT MUTED. EMBASSY POUCHING 
FULL TEXT VREDELING STATEMENT. 

3. FOLLOWING ARE SOME OF VREDELING'S MORE SIGNIEICANT COMMENTS: 
REGARDING EEB 17 MEETING OF FOUR DEFMINS IN BRUSSELS- 

'T DEFINITELY EXPECT THAT A CHOICE WILL NOT RPT NOT BE MADE 
AT THAT TIME." ON EUROPEAN COOPERATIN-"NOT ONLY THE 
OPERATIONAL DEMANDS AND THE GREAT AMOUNTS WHICH MUST BE 
INVOLVED IN THE PURCHASE, BUT ALSO- AND NOT IN LAST 
PLACE-THE EUROPEAN COOPERATION ASPECTS MAKE THE CHOICE 
EXTREMELY DIFFICULT...WHICHEVER AIRCRAFT IS SELECTED- 
AND LET THERE BE NO MISUNDERSTANDING OVER THIS, ON THE 
BASIS OF THE FACTS CURRENTLY AVAILABLE TO ME, I CANNOT 
MAKE A CHOICE-MY AIM IS, IN ANY CASE, BASED ON 
REACHING A SOLUTION IN WHICH THE CHANCE FOR REAL 
EUROPEAN COOPERATION IS ENCOURAGED WHEREEVER POSSIBLE, 
ALTHOUGH NATURALLY WITHIN CERTAIN EINANCIAL LIMITS." 

VREDELING SAID HE FINDS SUPPORT FOR HIS POSITION IN THIS 
REGARD FROM BELGIAN FONMIN VAN ELSLANDE WHO WANTS TO 
BUILD A EUROPEAN WEAPONS INDUSTRY AND FROM FRG DEFMIN 
LEBER WO SUPPORTS EFFORTS TO STRENGTHEN THE NINE IN 
ALL ASPECTS. CONTINUING IN SAME VEIN VREDELING SAID, 

"IE (EUROPEAN AIRCRAET INDUSTRY) IS NOT RAPIDLY REVITALIZED, 

THE FUTURE FOR THIS INDUSTRY, AS WELL AS EOR EUROPEAN 
EMPLOYMENT AND WELEARE, WILL BE GLOOMY." ON PRICE OFFERS, 
VREDELING NOTED THAT THERE WERE GREAT DIEFERENCES BASED 
ON CURRENT EXCHANGE RATES. ALTHOUGH THERE WERE CERTAIN 
GUARANTEES WHICH HAD BEEN MADE, THE CHANCE FOR 
ESCALATION IN PRICES BECAUSE OE CURRENCY FLUCTUATIONS 
REMAINED GREAT, AND MUST STILL BE LIMITED WHERE POSSIBLE. 

4. WHILE NOT EXPRESSING ANYPREFERENCE FOR THE THREE 
REMAINING CANDIDATES (F-I6, MIRAGE, OR VIGGEN), VREDELING 
DID INDICATE THAT HE FIRMLY SUPPORTS CHOICE OF ONE OF 
THEM, AND REJECTS OPTION OE SELECTING CHEAPER AND MORE 
LIMITED AIRCRAFT. IN REPLY TO LEFT-WING MEMBERS 
(INCLUDING THOSE IN HIS OWN PARTY), WHO SEE PURCHASE AS 
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SUPPORTING ARMS RACE, VREDELING SAIDD THAT HE DID NOT 
AGREE THAT PURCHASE WOULD BE SELF-FULFILLING PRPHECY. 

"WE CANNOT ENGAGE IN WISHFUL THINKING. ON BASIS OF 
WHAT I KNOW AT MOMENT, I CANNOT AGREE WITH MEMBERS 
WO DO NOT WANT F-I04S REPLACED." 

GOULD 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channei indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: MILITARY BUDGET, MILITARY PROCUREMENT, MILITARY AIRCRAFT, F-1 04 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 13 FEB 1975 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: n/a 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975THEFIA00755 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D750054-0712 
From: THE HAGUE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t19750244/aaaabnkb.tel 

Line Count: 113 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EUR 
Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: THE HAGUE 725 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: CunninFX 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 02 MAY 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <02 MAY 2003 by RuthemTJ>; APPROVED <23 JAN 2004 by CunninFX> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
05 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: DEFENSE BUDGET DEBATE-F-104 REPLACEMENT 
TAGS: MPOL, MASS, NL, (VREDELING, HENDRIKUS) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



